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November 21, 1994

The Honorable Newt Gingrich
Republican Whip

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: A Proposal to Further Open the Congress to C-SPAN Cameras

Dear Congressman Gingrich:
As you and your collea

we’ve been pleased to note
line -- designed to increa

gues prepare to lead the new Congress,
your proposals--such as legislation on-
se the public’s access to Congress.

We at C-SPAN are among those who have long been interested in
expanding public access to Congress. As such, we would like to

offer this proposal which we hope can advance this shared goal:
Consider opening the 104th Congress fully to television cameras.
Allow C-SPAN cameras into places where they’'ve historically been

excluded- -most importantly, into the chamber of the U.S. House of
Representatives.

Here, more specifically, is what we propose:

1) Allow C-SPAN cameras to cover H
seek ways to open the 1le
computer technology,
the modern age, too.

ouse floor debates. As you
gislative process to the public via
consider'bringing'Congressional telecasts into
House cameras currently give C-SPAN and the
ia a restricted view of the floor. As you
know, the rules prevent House cameras from panning the chamber or
taking reaction shots; viewers can only see Members as they speak
from the well. These procedures were agreed to by a Congress which
no longer exists. Only 58 members w

ho were present for the 1978
vote on House television are still in office today; yet, all 435

members of the new Congress will serve under camera procedures
established in another era.

Since C-SPAN brings Congress into American living rooms, most

Americans (and, according to our last Survey as many as two-thirds
of the House members) think that C-SPAN is operating the cameras in
the Congress. They d

on‘t know that the cameras in the chamber
controlled by governme

nt employees using procedures established by
the Speaker’s office. Help end the confusion and Create a more
complete picture of House debates by allowing C-SPAN--a private,
not-for-profit company--to install its own cameras in the House
chamber.
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the chamber 1S simply g way to
public galleries. It allows 62

2) Open the Speaker’g conference to t

elevisgion. Establisheg
Pbractice hag kept Cameras oyt of

these daily Oon-the-recorq
eaker. Let Cameras in and
€e thege Sessions for themselves.

issue of national
€e and alj legislative
rk-up Sessiong--to television
Me committeeg has been Sporadic,

Often, cameras are shut out of

tax dollars are spent

As you can imagine, going forwargd with all of t
would require considerable additiong]
shoulqd know that the cable
responsible for Creating
Providing the additiona] re
of Congressg .

television industry, which ig
and funding C-SPAN, g committed to
Sources Necessary to €xpand our Coverage

e.opportunity to see their.legisiacors*~'~




The U.S. House of Representatives w
legislatures to televise its

democracies have followed suit-

complete television pictures than American citizens now get. We
hope you’ll agree that after 16 years, it’'s time for our Congress
to take the next step-- allow C-SPAN cameras into the chamber and
open up the other venues we've suggested. Expand what American
citizens can see of their national legislature; and, make the

television picture of Congress more complete and, therefore, more
honest . S

as among the earliest
sessions. Since then, other

As you consider our proposals we are,

of course, happy to
provide any details or technical information

YOu may need.
Sincerely,

-

[

Brian Lamb
Chief Executive Officer

cc: Rep. Dick Gephardt
Democratic Leader

P.S. Today, a similar pProposal is being sent to the leaders of the

Senate; we will also be sending copies to our colleagues in the
news media.



